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EDITORIAL .

In Search of a New Horizon

1 will give you a talisman.
Whenever you are in doubt or when
the self becomes too much with you
apply the following test.

Recall The face of the poorest and
weakest man whom you may have
seen and ask yourself, if the

step you contemplate is going

fo be of any use to him. Will

he gain anything by it ? Will

it restore to him a control

over his own life and destiny ?

M. K. Gandhi
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya
(Gandhi Memorial Museum),

Barrackpore, like other Gandhi
Museums situated in different parts
of India, has been conceived to
preserve and transmit the essence
of life and message of Mahaima
Gandhi. The Gandhian movemenis in
Gandhi era and post - Gandhi phase
demonstrate piurality of alternatives
for human articulation. The Gandhi
Museums seek to set up anti-
hierarchical and antihegemonistic
account of human creativity
irrespective of distinctions of class,
creed, cult or community, These

museums are trying to demolish the
myth of museum as a place of dead
or dying objects.

The Builetin of Gandhi Museum,
Gandhi News (Gandhi Sambad), is
being developed more as a process
rather than as a product. We are
trying to look at problems [ike eco-
catastrophe, biological and mental
disorder, fast diminishing economic
resources of the world, depletion of
food economy and population
explosion. Conservation is urgently
imperative not only of the artifacts
and objects stored in the museum,
but alsc for eco-system, the
hydrosphere, biosphere,
anthroposphere and the heritage of
cultural element in communities.

Let us now have a glimpse of
some grass-root problems haunting
the village community in India.
Millions of poor rural Indian families
are economically dependant on
forest resources for fuel, fodder, food,
medicine, housing, coctitage
industries and large number of basic
needs. The struggle of the village
communities to reclaim
management of forest resources
have not been properly noticed.

The book Village Voices, Forest
Choices : Joint Forest Management
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in India edited by Mark Poffenberger
and Betsy McGean (OQUP 1998)
argues that india’s experience with
community forestry provokes some
serious questions. Why does a
grassroot socic-political movement
occur in those parts of India, which
suffer from poverty, illiteracy and
forest degradation ? How can local
institutions sustain the system of
forest management that can
increase local productivity ?

In the Dang district of Bombay
state there was a tribal movement
against the British Raj during the
colonial period. in the last few years
before independence some
Gandhian volunteers started
spinning, weaving, anti-liquor and
anti-meat activities among the tribals
in Dang district. In 1948 Jugatram
Dave started forest labour
cooperative in the Surat district. The
Gandhian activists transformed the
cooperatives into a political base.
The community forest controtl
movements were directed against
corrupt - officials and greedy
politicians.

Vandana Shiva, an eminent
authority on environmental study, has
enunciated certain basic principles
of water democracy in her book
Water Wars : Privatization, Pollution
and profit (South End Press 2002)
has enunciated the basic principies
of water democracy, The first

principle states, “We receive water
freely from nature. We owe to nature
to use the gift in accordance with our
sustenance needs, to keep it clean
and in adequate quantity. Diversions
that create arid or waterlogged
regions violate the principles of
ecological democracy” (p.35). The
grass-root movements for water
democracy led by Medha Patkar,
Sundarlal Bahuguna, Baba Amte,
three eminent Gandhian leaders and
participated by their innumerabie
followers, need to be recorded in
golden letters for inspiration of the
future generations.

The Pani Panchayat Movement
launched in 1872 in Maharashtra by
Gram Gaurav Pratisthan is a mass
movement to ensure ecologically
sustainable water system in drought
prone areas. Tarun Bharat Sanghain
Rajasthan, Swadhyaya movementin
Gujrat, Mukti Sangharsh in Mumbai
and similar other organizations in
different parts of india are seriously
engaged in securing water
democracy through organized mass
movements and constructive
programme enunciated by Gandhi.
We submit humbly that we shalltry to
throw light on these movements inthe
subsequent volumes of Gandhi
News.

We firmly believe that Gandhi
Museum should not be choked with
objects dedicated to a fixed ideology
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or a static stage of history. It needs
comprehensive expansion in its
communication networking, image
processing capability and
multimedia interfaces. It must have
access to global culturai resource
bases, archives and display
modules.

Moreover, the necessity for
computer generated simulations,
fibre opiics, laser technology and
holographic, cinematographic
tecniques for developing interactive,
participative displays is immensely
vital for such an ambitious museum.
Needless to say, in order to achieve
these large and encompassing vision
about the life and message of
Mahatma Gandhi, who himself was
an indomitable visionary, the
museum seeks inter-institutional
collaboration and support of the
world community. The primary need
is expert help and adequate funding.

The present issue of Gandhi
News s basically document-oriented.
The correspondence between

Tagore and Gandhi reveal the bond
of trust and devotion that knit together
the two savant-saints of the last
century. The editorial comments of
Biplabi (mouthpiece of Tamralipta
Jatiya Sarkar 1942-44) highlights
Gandhi's new look at ahimsa in the
context of severe British repression
on freedom fighters in Midnapore
District. Charu Chandra Bhandari
(1895-1985), Rezaul Karim (1902 -
1993), Sisir Kumar Sanyai (1925-
2011) are dedicated Sarvodaya
leaders. Rezaul Karim’s
interpretation of Islam is a constant
source of inspiration in the
contemporary world which is
seriously ravaged by the demon of
fundamentalism. Bhandari and
Sanyal elucidated the principle of
Sarvodaya Samaj in theoretical and
practical terms. Durga Charan Dutta,
a vigorous Sarvodaya activist
accompanied Gandhi to Noakhali
and Delhi in the last phase of
Mahatma'’s fong eventful journey. The
narrative of his experience is,.
indeed, a memorable historical
document.



TAGORE-GANDHI CORRESPONDENCE

TO RABINDRANATH TAGORE

DEAR GURUDEYV,

This is an appeal to you against
our mutual friend, Charlie Andrews.
| have been pleading with him for a
message from you for publication in
the national struggle which, though
in form it is only directed against a
single piece of legislation, is in real-
ity a struggle for liberty worthy of a self-
respecting nation. | have waited long
and patiently. Charlie's description
of your iliness made me hesitate to
write to you personally. Your health
is a national treasure and Charlie’s
devotion to you is superhuman. ltis
divine and | know that if he could help
it he would not allow a single person,
whether by writing or his presence,
to disturb your quiet andrest. |
have respected this lofty desire of his
to protect you from all harm. But |
find that vyou are lecturing in
Benaras. [ have, therefore, in the
light of this fact corrected Charlie’'s
description of your health which
somewhat alarmed me and | venture
to ask you for a message from
you—a message of hope and
inspiration for those who have to go
through the fire. 1 doitbecause you
were good enough to send me your
blessings when | embarked upon the

[Bombay]
April 5, 1919

struggle. The forces arrayed against
me are, as you know, enormous.  do
not dread them, for | have an un-
quenchable belief that they are sup-
porting untruth and that if we have
sufficient faith in truth, it will enable
us to overpower the former. But all
forces work through human agency. |
am therefore anxious to gather round
this mighty struggle the ennobling as-
sistance of those who approve it. [ will
not be happy until | have received your
considered opinion on this endeav-
our to purify the political life of the
country. If you have seen anything to
alter your first opinion of it, | hope you
will not hesitate to make it known. |
value even adverse opinions from
friends, for though they may not make
me change my course, they serve the
purpose of so many lighthouses to
give out warnings of dangers lying in
the stormy paths of life. Charlie’s
friendship has been to me on this
account an invaluable treasure, be-
cause he does not hesitate to share
with me even his unconsidered notes
of dissent. This | count a great privi-
lege. May | ask you to extend at this
critical moment the same privilege
that Chariie has ?

| hope that you are keeping well and

Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941)-Poet laureate and versatJe author; was awarded Nobel
. Prize for Literature in 1913: Founded Shantiniketan later known as Vishva Bharati.
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that you have thoroughly recuperated
after your fatiguing journey through
the Madras Presidency.
Yours sincerely,
M. K. G
Collected Works of Mahatma
Gandhi, Vol. XV, pp. 179-80

FROM RABINDRANATH TAGORE
Shanti Niketan,
: April 12, 1919
DEAR MAHATMAJI,
Power in all its forms is irratio-
nal,—it is like the horse that drags the
carriage blindfolded. The moral ele-
ment in it is only represented in the
man who drives the horse. Passive
resistance is a force which is not nec-
essarily moral in itself; it can be used
against truth as well as for it. The
danger inherent in all force grows
stronger when it is likely to gain suc-
cess, for then it becomes temptation.
| know your teaching is to fight against
evil by the help of the good. But such
a fight is for heroes and not for men
led by impulses of the moment. Evil
on one side naturally begets evil on
the other, injustice leading to violence
and insult to venge fulness. Unfortu-
nately such a force has already been
started, and either through panic or
through wrath our authorities have
shown us the claws whose sure ef-
fect is to drive some of us into the
secret path of resentment and others
into utter demoralization. In this cri-
sis you, as a great leader of men,
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have stood among us to proclaim
your faith in the ideal which you know
to be that of India, the ideal which is
both against the cowardliness of hid-
den revenge and the cowed submis-
siveness of the terror-stricken. You
have said, as Lord Buddha has done in
his time and for all time to come,—
Akkodhena jine kodham, asadhum
sadhuna jine,— “Conquer anger by
the power of non-anger and evil by..
the power of good.”
This power of good must prove its
truth and strength by its fearlessness,
by its refusal to accept any imposi-
tion which depends for its success
upon its power to produce frightful-
ness and is not ashamed to use its
machines of destruction to terrorize
a population completely disarmed.
We must know that moral conquest
does not consist in success, that fail-
ure does not deprive it of its dignity
and worth. Those who believe in spiri-
tual life know that to stand against
wrong which has overwhelming ma-
terial power behind it is victory_it-
self —it is the victory of the active faith
in the ideal in the teeth of evident de-
feat.

| have always felt, and said ac-
cordingly, that the great gift of free-
dom can never come to a people
through charity. We must win it be-
fore we can own it. And India’s op-
portunity for winning it will come to her
when she can prove that she is mor-
ally superior to the people who rule
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her by their right of conquest. She
must willingly accept her penance of
suffering—the suffering which is the
crown of the great. Armed with her
Jtter faith in goodness she must
stand unabashed before the arro-
gance that scoffs at the power of
spirit. '

And you have come to your mother-
land in the time of her need to remind
her of her mission, fo lead herin the
true path of conquest, to purge her
present day politics of its feebleness
which imagines that it has gained its
purpose when it struts in the bor-
rowed feathers of diplomatic dishon-
esty.

This is why | pray most fervently

that nothing that tends to weaken our
spiritual freedom may intrude into
your marching line, that martyrdom for
the cause of truth may never degen-
erate into fanaticism for mere verbal
forms, descending into the self-de-
ception that hides itself behind sa-
cred names.
With these few words for an introduc-
tion allow me to offer the following as
a poet's contribution to your noble
work:

Let me hold my head high in this
faith that thou art our shelter, that all
fear is mean distrust of these.

Fear of man? But what man is
there in this world, whatking, King of
kings, who is thy rival, who has hold
of me for all time and in alltime and

in all truth?

What power is there in this werld
to rob me of my freedom? For do not
thy ams reach the captive through the
dungeon-walls, bringing unfettered
release o the soul?

And must ! cling to this body in fear
of death, as a miser to his barren
treasure ? Has not this spirit of mine
the eternal call to thy feast of ever-
lasting life 7

Let me know that all pain and death
are shadows of the moment; that the
dark force which sweeps between
me and thy truth is but the mist be-
fore the sunrise; that thou alone art
mine for ever and greater than ali
pride of strength that dares to mock
my manhood with its menace.

i

Give me the supreme courage of
love, this is my prayer,— the courage
to speak, to do, to suffer at thy will, to
leave all things or be left alone.

Give me the supreme faith of love,
this is my prayer,—the faith of the life
in death, of the victory in defeat, of
the power hidden in the frailness of
beauty, of the dignity of pain that ac-
cepts hurt, but disdains to return it.
Very sincerely yours, RABINPRANATH
TAGORE

Collected Works of Mahatma
Gandhi, Vol. XV, pp. 495-96



TOLERATION IN ISLAM

Rezaul Karim

If “Islam” means peace, and peace it
certainly means, the first essential
requisite for it would be to devise
ways and means for the establish-
ment of goodwill, fellow-feeling and
cordiality among men irrespective of
his caste, creed, race and national-
ity. This requires a soft heart for the
recognition of others’ rights and privi-
leges and a tolerant mind to appre-
ciate the feelings, sensibilities and
religious susceptibilities of others.
Otherwise no one can be on good
terms, far less on peaceful terms with
men holding different views. The es-
sential teachings of all religions of
the world breathe this spirit of tolera-
tion. Islam is particularly tolerant to-
wards others in this respect. Read
the Holy Quran from the beginning to
the end, and you will find interspersed
in it here and there many precious
verses which exhort the Moslims to
be tolerant o the votaries of other
faiths. “There is no compulsion in re-
ligion.” “Call the people to the path of
Allah by reason and admonition, and
discuss with them the matters of reli-
gion peacefully and calmly.”

Unchangeable Principle of Islam

There are many such passages inthe
Quran which breathe the same spirit

of toleration. Toleration in Islam, in
fact, is not a matter of policy; itis its
fundamental and unchangeable prin-
ciple, its essence and cream. Being
imbued with this spirit of toleration
Hakim Sanai uttered these admi-
rable lines : It matiers little whether
you call your prayer in Arabic or He-
brew, or any other language; and the
place of your worship whether be it
at Balka or at Balsa, matters little to
God, if you turn to Him sincerely and
devotedly.”

When | find a Moslim rushing furiously
from his house with lathis, spears and
other murderous weapons in his
hands to stop a procession of a non-
Moslim, which by chance passes by
amosque, | simply shed tears at this
intolerable attitude of the followers of
the Holy Quran which boldly fays
down the principle that there should -
not be any compulsion in religion. In
disgust and utter dismay, | ask, have
these imperishable verses of the
Quran been abrogated that a Moslim
should openly flout them, and have
their own way, instead of the direc-
tions given by the Holy Book?

in this short article, it would not be
possible for me to narrate at full length
the history of toleration in tslam. Suf-



iR T

fice it to say that the injunction of the
Quran did not fall on deaf ears. The
early Moslims set an example of un-
naralleled toleration, never heard of
anywhere in Europe in those days.

The Prophet and the Non-Musiims

Even the adverse European critics of
lelam were rather charmed at the at-
fiude of the Prophet towards the non-
Mosiims, His precepts and example
were not flcuied by the early Moslims,
The early Knalifas, whenever they
cenguered any fereign country, re-
newed thecse Charters, granted
pledges of security and extended the
principies of toleration to other secu-
lar matters in the same spirit as the
Prophet had done. { do not claim that
there was no deviation from those
ideals and many rulers of the latter
days set at defiance the ideals of their
preceptor. There were many cases
of the destroying of churches and
temples and images, and cases of
innocent blood-shed were aisoc not
rare. But they were more in the na-
ture of exceptions than any calculated
motive and design. A short perusal
of the history of Islam will prove to the
hilt that most of these atrocities and
barbarities were not the result of reli-
gious persecution, as we find in the
Reformation days of Europe,~— but
they were done for political purposes
by the conquering hordes of the

Moslim Generals and soldiers. Inthe
whole range of Islamic history there
never was established any such in-
stitution as the Court of Inquisition.
After the death of the Holy Prophet,
when Abu Baker became the Khalifa
of the Islamic Republic, he issued a
nroclamation granting the lives, lib-
erties, properties and religious tol-
eraticn to the Christians, Jews and
other non-Moslims.

-,

ireat Them Like Brothers

The principle of “He whorules the
country, may setile its religion” was
never accepted and acted upon by
any Moslim ruler throcughout the Mus-
lim worid. Whenever Hazrat Abu
Baker sent his victorious generals fo
the different parts of the country he
explicitly advised them to {reat the
ncn-Moslims like brothers, not to de-
stroy their churches, not to burn their
corn field, not to molest their monas-
teries and he exhorted them to be
aiways on goed terms with them. Abu
Baker's successor Hazrat Omar was
equally tolerant towards the non-
Moslims. During his Khilafatship
when Egypt was conguered, he for-
bade his generals to ill-treat the
Christians. Hazrat Omar preserved
intact all the properties of the
Churches and continued the altow-
ance granted to them by the former
Government.
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The same tolerant spirit pervades
the whole of the Khilafat of Hazrat Ali.
in his time a certain Moslim killed a
non-Moslim; he was at once arrested
and capital punishment was decreed
- against him. But he effected his es-
cape from the custody of the jail-
keeper. Then the governor arrested
the jailor and according to the law of
the time ordered for the death of the
jailor, but afterwards the original cui-
prit was arrested and was given the
proper penalty for his misdeed.
These are not the exceptional cases;
in the Courts of law the Muslims and
non-Moslims were treated with per-
fect equality.

Equal Rights for Ali

Each Khalifa exhorted his suc-
cessors to fulfil the pledges of secu-
rity that the Prophet gave to the non-
Moslims in letter and spirit. But in
spite of those exhortations, if any
Khalifa, in the latter days, attempted
to break those pledges, the Ulemas
and learned Savants of the day
strongly protested against his action
and in many cases compelled himto
act according to the ideals of islam.
When Khalifa Harun-Ar-Rashid was
once irritated by the treachery of a
Christian prince, then he was about
to cancel the Charter of freedom that
was granted to the Christians of his
realm. He then asked Imam Abu
Yusuf about it: “What rights have the

Christians to have their freedom
about the Churches and religious
rites and ceremonies in the ianc of
Isiam?” The said imam repliec 2t
once: “The Holy Prophet of Isiam
gave them the right to build their
churches and he pledged for their se-
curity against the attack of the en-
emies. He also granted them the full
liberty regarding their rites, ceremo-
nies, customs and usages. So you
are bound according to the laws of
[slam to grant them equal rights with
the Muslim.” (Kitabul Khiraj) And thus
the Khalifa could not molest the
Christians.

During the Khilafat of Hadi (169
A.H.) an Abbaside ruler, Ali Ibne
Suleman, was appointed the Gover-
nor of Egypt. He out of his own ac-
cord destroyed some of the
Churches of the Christians. After that
event Khalifa Hadi died. And when
Harun-Ar-Rashid became Khalifa, he
deposed Ali Ibne Suleman, and gave
premptory order that the mutilated
churches should be rebuilt at the cost
of the State. Taking opporiunity of the
clemency of the Khalifa the Christians
not only rebuilt those mutilated
churches, but other unrepaired
churches as well. (Aliju Mazzahira,
Makrezi). Many Khalifas (e.g. Khalifa
Abdul Aziz, Mansur) built new
churches for the Christians, and syna-
gogues for the Jews; they gave
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grants of lands for the upkeep of the
churches and allowances to the
priests (Kitabul Khiraj).

Land Laws : No Distinction

As regards land laws, and their
applicability, there was no distinction
between the Mosiims and non-
Moslims. In the conguered territories
no Mosiim was allowed to take pos-

~session of the land from the non-
Moslims and no one could deprive
men of their land. If for any state pur-
pose, it became necessary to ac-
quire any plot of land, due compen-
sation was given to the possessor.
In the early stages of Islamic Com-
monwealth, it was forbidden to the
Moslims to buy any land from the non-
Moslims of the conguered countries.
The underlying idea of such prohibi-
tion was that the Moslems as arace
of conquerors might then exercise
undue influence over the people,
might oppress them, coerce them
and thus might buy the fand from them
at a lower price. According to
“Kitabul Khiraj” no governor had the
right to touch land of the “Zimmis.”
Imam Saad bought a plot of a land

from some non-Moslems in Egypt.

The Ulemas resented and protested
against this with the resuit that the
same Imamwas ordered toreturn the
land to the owners. When Mabia was
Khalifa Okaba was the Governor of
Egypt. He took permission from the

Y0

Khalifa to build a house there. He
then chose a plot of iand on a marshy
place. One of his servants asked him
of all the places in the country why did
he select that marshy land. He re-
plied: “I have no right to take other’s
land, so | have selected this marshy
land.”

Islam — A Religion of Peace

It was noted above that there were
many cases of intolerance among
many Moslim kings, rulers and gov-
ernors, lt would be foolishness on our
part to deny the occurrence of those
oppressions. But what we do assert
is this that Islam as the religion of
peace has formulated certain prin-
ciples of tolerance which not until the
modern times no nation of the world
could ever conceive. Those who op-
pressed others, went against the ide-
als of Islam for which Islam is not re-
sponsible.

My object in writing this article is
riot to eulogize Istam in the spiritof a
missionary propagandist of religion.
It is with a view to remove certain
misconception about Islam from the
minds of the non-Moslims, who not
having the opportunity to know Islam
directly, hastily arrive at a conclusion
at seeing the present attitude of the
Moslims of India towards the non-
Moslims —that | have been actuated
to show to them the true Islam, as it
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is, and its ideals and principles of tol-
eration and how they were realised
into action by the early votaries of Is-
lam. My second object is fo remind
the indian Moslims of those pledges
and charters of securities which our
beloved Prophet granted to the non-
Moslims, not of his age alone, butte
those of the future generation too,
and thus to advise the Muslims to fol-
low the ideals of our precentor in let-
ter and spirit.

If according to our claim, Islam is
perfect, its ideals of toleration are
perfecttoo and are not liable to modi-
fication. Let these ideals be our
guide, so that we may perfectly jus-
tify the proud titles of “Moslims” i.e.,
those persons who are on peaceful

33

terms with God and humanity. If the
Quranic conception of religion and
piety is “notto turn one’s face to the
East or the West, but to love God, to
be kind to the poor, to take tender
care of the orphans, to show lightto
the wayfarer- “why should a non-
Moslim receive injuries from a
Moslim? Prophet’s conception of na-
tionhood did not exclude the non-
Mosliims; but Meslims and non-
Moslims should form one “commu-
nity” — that was the ideal of the Holy
Prophet — let that ideal be our guide
and let that ideal help us in moulding
conflicting religions and creeds.
When we shall do that, that day will
be the triumph of [slam.
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GRAM SWARAJ -

JUSTA UTOPIAOR COULD BE AREALITY ?
GENESIS, PRECEPT & PRACTICE

Sisir Sanyal

GENESIS OF GRAM SWARAJ

At the advent of independence
after more than 50 years of struggle,
sacrifice and deprivation when the
people of our country broke the
foreign yoke, leaders of our country
with chairmanship of Dr. Ambedkar
and stalwarts of the country, like Dr.
Rajendraprasad founded a
Constituent Assembly and declared:

“We the people of India solemly
resolved to constitute India into a
sovereign, democratic republic and
to secure to all its citizens, justice,
liberty, equality and fraternity”. This
was on 26th November, 1949,

Gandhi was busy at that time in
establishing communal harmony,
which engulfed the country in riots,
bloodshed and genocide. A copy of
the constitution was taken by
Jawaharlal Nehru and handed over
to Gandhi requesting his opinion.
Gandhiji asked him to leave it, he will
look through it and his opinion will be
communicated. Gandhi had no time
to go through al! the pages of the
constitution so he asked Sriman
Narayan to see whether there is any
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provision for devolving power in the
hands of the people that is in the
hands of the villagers . Sriman
Narayan went through the pages and
found nothing of that sort and thus
reported to Gandhi. Next time when
Jawaharial came to Gandhi and
enquired of his opinion, Gandhiji
remarked he has no opinion on the
proposed constitution since there is
no provision for the villagers to take
part in the affairs of the country, its
development, its dismanagement
and destiny. You have made them all
to be ruled and you all became ruler.

Further he said during 200 years
of subjugation and exploitation under
foreign rule our villagers have lost
everything. Most pathetic is that they
lost faith in them. Our main task now
is to rejuvenate the villagers by
involving them directly in the affairs
of country's development and
administration. Then only they will feel
the country as their own and feei the
responsibility for its well-being. Then
only we claim that we have achieved
real Swaraj which is meant not by the
acquisition of authority by a few but
by the acquistition of authority by all
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to resist power when it is abused.
Jawaharlalji argued with Bapu that all
the revolutions even in Russia and
China (the 19" century’s two
revolutions), the central call of the
revolution was power to the people.
In Russia Lenin’s call was power to
the Soviets and Soviets mean village
communities. In China, being mostly
agricultural country, Mao Tse Tung's
call was all power to the peasants’
community. But those were not
realized. It is not possible for people
to run the state and assure justice,
liberty, equality and fratemity to all. So
leadership must be in the hands of
the leaders who lead the people in
the struggle.

Gandhireplied, you don’'t believe
in people and don't have faith in their
strength and ability. After liberty
remaining powers in the hands of the
leaders did not percolate in the
Soviet's or peasant's communities;
because their philosophy was
“political power grows out of the
barrel of the gun”. ltwas not possible
for all the people to wield guns, it is
only wielded by a few who hold the
powers in their hands. This is the
main reason why even at the disgust
and displeasure of you people, my
most dependable friends and even
at the risk of becoming reactionary
and unpopular before the countrymen
we developed non-violent, non

Yo

cooperation as the weapon of our
struggle. That is a weapon, which
could be wielded by all even the
child, women and sick.

Further, in this meeting he wanted
to plead to all the political parties that
since by their yeoman'’s service they
have achieved political freedom now
they have no reason to exist as
political party. They should dissolve ™
political parties and form Lok Sevak
Sanghs and go to the villages to
organise village units, so thatthey can
control National policy and tt?
implementation for the cause of the
people. This is known in the history
as “His Last Will & Testament”
preserved in the National Archive in
Delhi. But before the date of the
proposed meeting at Wardha we iost
him. He was assassinated.

You all must have read the
monumental works of Pyarelalji,
Gandhiji's secretary, the two volumes
of LAST PHASE. The third volume -
of LAST PHASE he started but
before completion he died. His sister
Dr. Susitla Nayer who was also a
close associate of Gandhiji
completed the 3rd volume of last
phase. While his Last Will and
Testament can be found in the
National Archive in Delhi the dialogue
recorded above could be found in Dr.
Susila Nayer’'s LAST PHASE
Volume-Ii.

it
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| like to conclude this GENESIS
OF SWARAJ by quoting a remark of
noted historian Dr. Ramesh Chandra
Majumdar in his book Ancient india
where he wrote, “India was
independent and its villages were
also independent. Britishers came,
occupied India and also the villages.
British left-India became free but
vilages remained dependent.”

. TFhus in our movement entire men
and women could take partand share
the glory of achievement. We cannot
betray them now and allow the
confidence that has been generated
in them to diminish. Gandhiji's apathy
the leaders could not probably ignore
and to appease him included.
“Democratic decentralization”--
Panchayatiraj in the Directive
Principle and not as a Fundamental
Right.

But in course of time Gandhiji
realized that even his trusted
Lieutenants wil! nct aliow the power
to devolve in the hands of the people
and will not give due emphasis to
organise units of village people at
the,village capable of wielding state
power, his dream of bringing Swara;
in every village will ever remain a
distant dream. As such he planned
to wage another movement with a
view to organise villagers to build
units at the bottom in every village
powerful enough to influence the
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power structure at the top to subserve
the causes of the people at the
bottom i.e. in the villages. That is in
other word he named “GRAM
SWARAJ"—every village a republic;
with lesislative, executive and
judiciary combined.

With a view to wage a nationwide
movement to achieve this end he
convened a meeting of all
constructive workers and leaders of
all political parties at Wardha (on
most probably 26th February)
where he contemplated to place
this plan of second revolution for
ushering in GRAM SWARAJ by
which he meant strong power
structure at the village level
capable of influencing the power
structure at the top to subserve
the cause of the villages.

Originally GVP (Gandhi Vichar
Parisad) was organized as a unit of
Gandhi National Memorial Trust and
as a Gandhi Tattha Prachar Kendra,
from 1960 to 1971. For a decade we:
had been disseminating, Gandhiji's
ideology and its value premise
among the intelligentsia of the urban
people, such as non-violence,
means and ends, bread labour, unto-
the last. And aiso Gandhiji’s
reconstruction plan of Indian villages

to “Gram Swaraf® as #te naméd its . -

devolving poweér of legislative,
executive and judicial to the village
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commune-'Every village is a
Republic as he coined the slogan.

We have discussed the subject
with all sections of civil society
especially with political leaders by
organizing seminars, dialogue
groups, individual discussion etc.
Some of the names | can refer from
my memory such as;

LATE Subodh Banerjee (Ex.
Minister), S. U.C.I,, Mr. Biman Mitra,
Socialist Party, Mr. Biswanath
Mukherjee, C.P.L, Mr. Jyoti Bose
(Ex. Chief Minister), C.P.I.M., Mr.
Rakhahari Chattapadhyay, Hindu
Mahasabha, Mr. Haripada Bharati,
Jana Sangha, Mr. Soumendranath
Thakur, R.C.P.l., Mr. Pannalal
Dasgupta, R.C.P.1., Mr.
SashiBhusan Dasgupta, R.C.PI.

and many prominent professors
of Jadavpur, Calcutta University,
Santi Niketan.

But everyone of them opined
‘Gram Swaraj' idea of Gandhiji, in
different words “If in the statehood,
this could be enacted —'Kingdom of
God” will usher on earth; Butitis a
Utopia’~ a hollow idealism Nothing
else.

All the philosophies are primarily
utopias since they are distant
dreams to be achieved. Thomas
More, a social thinker of 18th century,
coined the word utopia. He wrote a
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book named ‘Utopia’ discussed the
matter from various angles remarked
that all philosophers dream Utopia fill
it is not practically applied.

Before that we had Plato’s
‘Republic’ and Bentham's
philosophy of ‘Greatest Good of the
Greatest Number.! That was the
slogan of 19® century utilitarian. it
affected great reform in the interest
of social justice. But the utilitarians
were materialists and material good
is a part of human good.

The word Gram Swaraj was
coined by Gandhiji. Itis a philosophy,
a distant dream of Gandhiji. He said,
1 am an idealist but [ claim to be a
practical idealist.” Some people may
say that Gandhian ideas are nothing
but utilitarian ideology written in terms
of Indian sociai condition.

A votary of Ahimsa cannot
subscribe to the utilitarian slogan of
the * Greatest Good of the Greatest
Number." He advocates the greatest
good of ail. Without a spiritual
revolution that cannot be possible.
Otherwise it becomes a machia-
vellian ideology, which believes that
end justifies the means making the
exploited, downtrodden, illiterate
poor men/women the instrument to
achieve an end. But the people of 21
century are becoming conscious and
learn from experience that merely fair
words butter no parsnips. The idea
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of the welfare of all ‘Sarvodaya’ there
tells the end of an ideology.

The Dilemma

But Gandhi claimed to be an
idealist, no doubt but a practical
idealist, - he said -"l am an idealist
but a practical idealist”. And that he
was a man of truth and will not lie for
gaining whatsoever gain. Even his
staunch critic will notdeny It.

Fhat was a great dilemma before
us. Gandhiji said many things about
‘Gram Swaraj’ -in meetings, in
dialogues, in his edited weekly
Young India’, ‘Harijan’ but nowhere
they are compiled. Vinobaji and Jaya
Prakash Narayan addressed to the
thought-"Gram Swaraj’ very much.
Some of them are compiled but not
all. That was the problem before us
to embark on a programme-base for
implementation.

From 1970 to 1972 two years we,
few friends, delved through available
sayings, the write-ups and literatures
of Gandhi, Vinaba, J.P., and tried to
formulate a concrete Programme-
base embracing the entire value
premise of Gandhian ideology that
will emerge to Gram Swaraj.

Curling through all those and
accumulating various sayings of
Gandhi, Vinoba and Joyprakash we
feel, we got the core concept and
working procedure of Gram Swaraj;

Y

in the words of Gandhi-"your love for
your family members should be
expanded to embrace every village.
Then you can see the road to goal
and all your doubts about man's
capacity will melt away. Vinoba and
J.P. also advised in different words
the same thing- “Realization of family
ideals in societal behavioural
context.”

This is already there, very much
alive, existing forever, the time
immemorial. The oidest institution.of
the society is family and that exists
on the spirit of altruism.

These are two qualities in every
man, one is acquisitiveness and the
other is altruism, while he is all the
more altruistic within his boundary of
family. He can die or take utmost
suffering for the life and betterment
of his son but outside the family he is
all the more acquisitive. He ¢can rob
or even kill somebody for the safety
of his son. .

The next steps for the formulation
of the programme befall crystal clear
before us while the value premises
of the family, Love and Sacrifice are
applied to village.

A village is a divided house
having class, caste and political
differences yet being within the geo-
political boundary each one is
interdependent with certain common
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historical, socio-cultural and ethical
bondages and also in terms of agro-
based product and labour relation.

While acquisitiveness is natural
propensity of individual in contrast to
altruism in his family. This inherent
altruism is the most potential social
force, which can be awakened by
initiating a coherent set of work
programme that combines ethics and
reason to transcend self-interest and
expand family boundary and
embrace the village as a whole as
his/her own.

Core concept: Decision making
through consensus, pulling village
knowledge and wisdom, for common
good for all and averting adjudication,
village resource base self-sufficiency
at the same time, a self-sustained
village would be a republic having it's
own Judicial, Legislative and
Administrative power for self-
governmence.’

THE PRESENT ORDER

The political and economic
structure of the nation resembles, as
Gandbhiji often said, an ‘inverted
pyramid’ top heavy, bottom narrow.
All major and vital decision making
authorities concentrate atthe top in
the hands of a few executed by a
bureaucarcy not accoutable to the
people and the people are left out of
it altogether. They have right though
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to vote once in five years to elect not
even to select, representatives to run
the government, but beyond that
transient contact they have no
participation in national
reconstruction.

VILLAGE : ADIVIDED HOUSE TODAY

The village today is much a
divided house. There are castes and
class differences, there are high and
low econornically and an all pervasive
dire absence of collective will.

IN THE MIDST OF DARKNESS. LIGHT PERSISTS

While aquisitiveness is the natural
propensity of individual he is none the
less altruistic within his family. This
inherent altruism in men is a potent
social force which can be awakened
in him by initiating a coherent set of
work programme, that combines
ethics and reason enabling him fo
transcend self-interest, expand
beyond family boundary and
embrace the community as a whole
as his own. Since ethical fibre can
not be planted with speeches and
literature though they help it requires
to be cultivated by preparing
situations and motivations for the
people to risk trying out of personal
role in sharing and working together.

CORE CONCEPT

a) Setting up of villagers’ own
organisation at the village level by the
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villagers’ own wisdom.

b} To evolve a “Village Will” for
individual to discover his own good
in the good of his community by
working together on a stable
commeon programme to benefit the
community.

c) To mobilise and generate
people’s power capable of self-rule
in contrast with their current
invertebrate habits of dependency on
government and outside agencies of
survival,

d) To working co-operation for thé
realisation of family ideals in social
behavioural context.

POWER TO WHERE IT BELONGS

The villagers were marshalied to
constitute their own statutory
collective body at the village level
called village council (Loksamity)
with operative procedures
expressing the objectives it upholds.
The village council runs and governs
all the affairs of the village, operates
in a communitarian pattern that
nurses in its core the essence of a
republican village with its Judiciary,
Legislative and Executive combines.
it formulates development plans and
programmes, establishes priorities,
determines budget, secures and
disburses development funds, keeps
accounts, maintains community
assets, settles village disputes, forms
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rules and regulations, organises
community living and applies
negative sanctions to individualist
learnings in the detriment of the
community interest.

OPERATIVE PRINCIPLES
# Full participation :

by all adults, male and female.

# Antodaya:

priority to the development of
least privileged in the village, (unto
this {ast).

No game of party politics ;

in these affairs and management
of lok samity.

Not by litigation :

settlement of all disputes by
village arbitration and not by
flitigation.

# Decision by consensus:

on all issues before lok samity as
distinct from majority vote.

Every member is committed to
function in a non - partisan spirit when
he is in the Gramsabha for village
Development. Programme.

Within these five guiding
principles the village council
functions with full freedom and GVP.
provides a moral presence drawing
attention of village council in case of
leanings from the accepted
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principles.
MORE ON OPERATIVE PRINCIPLES

Village councils are formed in
every project village with
membership as wide as .

the community and powers as full as
in a direct democratic system,

It is made up of all adults of the
village both male and female for
active and continuous involvement of
the entire population of the villlage in
development efforts.

It elects unanimously an executive
body for three years term with power
to form sub-committees to handle
various programmes. Village council
is the highest decision making
authority and implementing body of
the Village Will.

All decisions therein are taken on

the basis of consensus or on willing

- consent of all its members. When no

consensus can be arrived at, the

programme is kept in abeyance.

This is a new experiment in the

domain of statecraft in replacement

of the conventional majority rule which
always tends to divide the people.

Non violent non-cooperation is its
sanction and it follows the principle
of 100% attendance in its meetings
which is held at least once in a month.

ANTYODAYA: Priority to the
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needs of the poorest conforms to the
family principle of attending to the
requirements of the youngest in the
family first. In the village such
youngest one is the person who is the
poorest.

NO GAME OF PARTY POLITICS:

It is a taboo in the functioning of
the village council where the
members as villagers are expected
to articulate in one voice the will of
the village not belonging to one or
another party. In the village politics it
is mostly manifested in the
competition for positions of influence
which breeds cliques and conflicts.

The above principle does not
however prevent individuals having
his sympathy for this or that party. But
he is committed to function in a non-
partisan spirit when he is in the village
council for village development
programme. He is required to put off
the shoes of his party linking before
he enters the temple of the village
council for deliberations and this is
no coerecion since his first
identification is that he is the son of
the village, hence his first duty is to
serve his community.

CONSENSUS AS AMETHOD : Of
decision making is distinctively -
different from the prevalent practice
of decision by majority vote. In a
disharmonious community rent with
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conflicting interest the village councit
can effectively discharge its duty only
when it represents unity and harmony.
It cannot be enforced and has to
grow around convictions to the
greater interest of the community in
preference to sectoral benefits. [t has
to pass through the cultivated art of
compromise and persuasion
diffusing thereby divided interest of
the community for its greater interest
and not for short term sectoral
benefits. This needs attitudinal
changes in the villages and has to be
achieved by a well-enunciated
procedural method which ultimately
upgrades each villagers as political
being.

After an extensive discussion of
every issue when any programme is
unanimously adopted and does
benefit every one then over time
people gain greater commitment to
the consensus method.

CONSENSUS HOW IT WORKS

FIRSTLY, Consensus will work
effectively only in a relatively small
group where adequate discussion
over every issue would be possible,
say in a group of hundred people.

SECONDLY, The consensus
method will make sense only if all or
nearly alt members of the village
council attend its meeting justifying
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decision arrived at on the basis of the
whole community rather than on
divided interests.

AGAIN, every one’s view should
be openly and adequately
represented and respectfully
discussed.

Also there should be recognition
of differences within the group,
indeed between any two people, and
there oughtto be no pretence thatany
single person, including the
development facilitator fully
understands every problem: rather
for every problem there can be more
than one points of view.

WHY CONSENSUS

True consensus can be blocked
by an obstinate minority motivated by
sectional interest and personal
values, but since every issue is
discussed threadbare in the village
council and cross-sectional
arguments are listened respectfully
with due importance motives of the
recalcitrant's private and sectoral
interests become exposed before
the whole community and a
spontaneous moral pressure is
generated within the community itseif
which is apt to develop into an
effective non-cooperation even
without interference from any outside
agencies (parties) to make the
recalcitrants see the reason.
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As a matter of fact a system of
decision by consensus is the
toughest acid test of the democratic
functioning of an institution while
decision by majority of votes is but a
shortcut

The other method left is the
method of the class struggle which
accentuates disharmony, conflict,
mistrust and leads to further
disintegration of community in
partisan line. The greatestdanger in
such situation is that the many are
oppressed by the few. .

Class struggie would inevitably
lead to violence. Violence will invite
greaterviolence and in that whirlwind
all the values of family ideals and
village upliftment efforts will be iost
and gone with the wind.

CONSENSUS : NOTANEW CONCEPT

‘For ordering and setting aright
the affairs of a community, consensus
is not a new concept. Earliest
Christian communities lived that life.
So do the present day quakers. In
fact the Gandhian principles have its
roots in ancient Indian Villages
functioned by consenseus. They
made effective management for the
defence of their communities,
collected the taxes of the Central
Government, settled village disputes,
organised work of public utility and
recreation, functioned as the
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trustees, raised public loans to
mitigate the miseries of people,
organised schools, colleges and
poor houses and supervised the
manifold religious and cultural
activities of the temple.’ (A.S.
Alteker—State and Government in
ancient India); If we remove the
debris of the Indian civilization
wrecked by the onslaught of western
culture we can discover the relics of
that principle still alive in the villages
of today, administration of the
villages by the villagers themselves-
"Soloanna”

OPERATIVE PRINCIPLES : IN
PRACTICE

A Cluster of 10 villages with
Nandigram as nodal village in Block
| of Bankura district was chosen for
experiment with a multifarious work
programme. Of nearly 6,000
population inthese 10 villages, some
47 percent were Muslim, 34 percent
schedule castes and tribals. In 1977
the literacy rate was about 12% and
average annual per captia income
was about Rs.200/-. Thirty seven
percent of the families were [andless,
53 percent owned upto 3 acres, 6
percent owned 3 to 8 acres,
Traditional village industries had
almost died, the artisans take out
their livelihood on manual work in
agriculture. The vast majority lived in
huts made of mud, bamboo and
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straw. Most families were in debts-
the interest rates usually ranking
between 25 to 50 percent. Agriculture
and main economic pursuit suffered
from several problems but greatest
was lack of irrigation water. By and
large these levels of destitution were
then for all the villages of the block
taken together.

CONSERVATION OF GROWTH
DYNAMICS: Village youth and
women had been trained and
promoted to set up industries at their
homes for production of consumer
goods with a view to conserving
growth dynamics in the area itself by
stopping draining out of villagers’
income from the agriculture for re-
cycling within the village community
providing for iocal employment.

LOCALISED PRODUCTION
LOCALISED CONSUMPTION

Indigenous or local consumer
products have been identified to
effectively replace the products of
high. capital, big urban-industries,
People of the villages have been
initiated to opt for spending on locally
produced consumer goods and
educated how a small choice on their
part can usher in a big economic
change and their pattern of
consumption can open up avenue of
local employment.

Accordingly, villagers have been
trained and helped to engage

themselves in a chain of production
of items of their daily necessities,
such as spinning of yarn and weaving
them to clothes for men and women,
dress making to meet the
requirement of the local children and
people. Manufacture of industrial
hand gloves, Dokra crafts for export
and internal market to strengthen the
base of village economy.
Programmes have also been drawn
up for manufacturing soap and oil to
meet the local consumer needs.

INDUSTRIALIZATION OF
COTTAGES : The pattern of
activities have been fashioned so that
the producer may carry on his or her
occupational work at home instead
of assembling in a shed away from
their homes for work on a factory
model. This takes the rural
communities slowly towards the goal
of industrialisation of the cottages
and production by the masses to
replace the existing capital intensive,
labour saving, centralised giant
enterprises and mass production.
Education of the villagers understood
in widest sense of the term has been
given highest priority, for it is the only
effective weapon in voluntary effort to
awaken the people to the sense of
their dignity and power and embrace
the new way of life and concept of
swadesh. There is hardly any one
who has no access to education in
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conventional schools or regular
nonformal channels in each village
overseen by a guardians’ committee
with adequate power. Some 250
young children attend nursery
schools run by villagers' own
committees.

EVALUATION

A regular evaluation of all
programmes plays a functional as
well as motivaticnal role. GVP’s
technical staff regularly check
constfruction projects, newly
implemented agricultural im-
provements and any other project
which may require their advice.
Contrary to the formula of ‘Activities
by them funds with US'-development
fund is disbursed by the beneficiary-
loksamities. It is made by a pannel
of 5 members including loksamity
chairman, secretary and treasurer
and two other members. The day's
work is measured by the supervisor
in cooperation with the members of
the work-committee and disburse-
merit is made on that basis. Each
voucher is signed by all five persons
and the accounts are maintained by
loksamity secretary. The Treasurer is
advanced an imprest of Rs.1,000 on
every alternate day and imprest is
reimbursed on submission of
accounts to the central office.
SOCIAL EVALUATION : More
important is the social evaluation by
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a mixed team of local villagers,
residents of other villages with
similar projects and occasionally, by
outside experts or government
officials. They review the finances,
assess the accomplishments,
consult with the
villagers and apprise the result of the
evaluation, A report is written and
discussed at a joint meeting of the
villagers evaluation team and GVP
personnel. Achievements are
acknowledged, defects are pointed
out. Such evaluation is carried outin
all on-going projects. With this
system pilferage is aimost
impossibie, efficiency is
encouraged, every one knows what
accomplishments are made and the
sense of community effort is
strengthened.

VILLAGE RESQURCE FOR
VILLAGE DEVELOPMENT

Money pui into the project was not to
flitter away in once for all increase in
consumption but planned to be
ploughed back to create Community
Fund - Gram Kosh, for further
investment in development effort.
Whatever income comes from a
corporate effort a part flows info
community Fund managed by the
village community; when land is
reclaimed the owners agree to
contribute a share to the grain bank.
Likewise, half the yield from fish farm
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from a tank dug with project resource
goes to community fund. So too an
‘off-spring of the goat supplied under
common scheme goes towards
strengthening the Community Fund.
The Community Funds are managed
by rules laid down and enforced by
the villagers committee and not by
GVPA

While the villagers had hardly any
common belonging at the outset and
a play ground of money lenders,
today money lenders have been
outsted and every village has been
able to build up community Assets
and Funds in the form of cash, grain,
tanks, forest and community land for
agriculture. From these community
Assets a regular in-flow of community
income has been assured for
organising community welfare
services and social security
measures by the loksamities
themselves.

IDEAS HAVE LEGS

The idea of village republic-Gram
Swaraj is ever extending to the
neighbouring villages. Impressed by
the achievements of the ten villages
38 adjacent villages had joined the
movement in 1978. formed statutory
loksamities of their own and initiated
similar programmes with similar
operative principles. In 1985 another
cluster of 25 villages adjacent to the
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38 villages came forward and
engaged themselves for re-building.
Irrigation plants both big and small,
are managed by the beneficiary
farming committiees. Here also
GVP'S participation is only moral
and marginal.

WITHDRAWING WITH GLORY

After building up community
assets and local leadership GVP can
now withdraw in the confidence that
the village councils will advance inan
organised and scientific way with its
own trained community workers and
material resources to realizing the
goal of self sustained village
republics.

TURNING OVER ASSETS TO
BENEFICIARIES

IRRIGATION'PLANTS, WEAVING,
SPINNING, DRESS MAKING,
DOKRA

CRAFTS : are already running and
managed by the producer and
beneficiary committees.

In compliance with the decision of the
GVP Board of management the 6
acre demonstration farm had been
handed over to four local landless
farmers 5 bighas each. They have
been provided with inputs and loan
for pursuing agriculture on condition
that after the harvest they would pay
back this loan amount and the rest of
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the produce would be theirs. It has
not yet been handed over fo them by
registered deeds, which would be

done after observing their
performance for two years.
INDUSTRI!AL HAND GLOVES ;

Since production and marketing of
Industrial Hand Gloves require more
managerial efficiency and contract
with various govarnment and non-
governmental agencies, this could
not have been handed over to the
producer right now. To prepare them
finally for taking over the
management, a Management
Commiittee has been formed with four
from the producer group and two
from GVP personnel to train them in
the management of the business. It
is expected that within a year or two
producer representatives would be
capable enough to take over the
managemeni themselves.

CORPUS FUND : Board of
Management has decided to hand
over management of the corpus fund
to a bigger committee by expanding
GVP membership by co-option of
loksamity representatives for whom
and from whom this corpus fund has
been built up. This broad based
member body will have proportionate
representation in the GVP executive
committee and thereby have direct
access to the management of the
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corpus fund. 75 percent of the
income of the corpus fund would be
applied to extend rural development
work, 25 percent for urban activities.
Process has already been started
and would be completed, at the
earliest.

FULL EFFORT IS FULL VICTOR

The most important problem
before us is how the atomised
villages of today that has no collective
will of its own and is completely atthe
mercy of selfish and exploitative
interests can be integrated into a real
self-governing community wherein
more and more people can govern
themselves. On the other hand hope
is there that man is endowed with
reason and intelligence and he can
order his life as he likes. What is
required is a conscious effort to
educate them and help, them to
discover that good of individual is in
the good of ali, in the community. The
method we are pursuing yielded-
appreciable results. But it would
perhaps be well to remember
Gandhiji as he said “The goal ever
recedes from us the greater the
progress the greater the
acknowledgement of  our
unworthiness. All that is possible is
to aproach the ideal as best as we

can.
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WHEN DID GANDHIJI BECOME
MAHATMA ?

SIR, — In Nityapriya Ghosh’s— article
“From Mohan to Mahatma”
(Perspective, 25-26 December)
there is a quotation in which
Rabindranath asks Mahatma
Gandhi “Are you a Mahatma”?
Obviously the question implies that
the poet does not believe that Gandhi
is really a Mahatma. Since the article
is not intended to be the story of the
relationship between the poet and
Mahatma Gandhi it has no
occassion to say that the former
acknowledged Gandhi as a
Mahatma. This may be a little
unfortunate at a time when the image
of Mahatma Gandhi has been
steadily getting blurred due to afew
other Gandhis holding the political
field. The Congress which was, once
led by Mahatma Gandhi seems now
million miles away from his ideal. |
have not seen any Congressman,
and | see many of themonthe TV,
who even looks like a follower of
Gandhi.

| really do not know who was the first
to address Gandhi as Mahatma. |
think the question is as unimportant
as who first gave the sun its name.
Perhaps Gandhi’'s cognomen or

epithet was an expression of the
nation’s accumulated reverence for
the man. In Rabindranath’s first letter
to Gandhi and it is dated 12 April
1919 Gandhiis addressed as “Dear
— Mahatmaji”. In this letter the pcet
tells the Mahatma: “You have .... come
to our motherland in the time of her
need to remind her of her mission, to
lead her in the true path of conquest
...”(The letter is reproduced in Truth
Called Them Differently: Tagore
Gandhi Controversy, ed, RK Prabhu
and -Ravindra Kelekar, 1961, p 16)
Avyear[ater in an interview in the USA
Rabindranath said: “When the time
comes Gandhi will be known, for the
world needs him and his; message
of love, liberty and brotherhood”. In
his letter to C F Andrews dated 2
March 1921 the poet says: “itis inthe
fitness of things at Mahatma Gandh;,
fail in body and devoid of material
resources, should call up the
immense power of the meek, that has
been lying waiting in the heart of the
destitute and insulated humanity of
India”. in his Bengali essay Safyer
Ahban (an address given at a public
meeting in Calcutta on 29 August
1921, published in Prabasithe same

Source ; The Statesman, 12 January, 1999, p-8. Letfers to the Editor.
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year and included in Katantar in 1937
Engtr. in The Modern Review,
October 1927 the poet calls Gandhi,
“our master eastern, the Mahatma”
even though it is critical of some of
his principles and policies. Actually
Rabindranath addressed or
mentioned Gandhi as Mahatmaji
from 1919 till the end of his life. How
the poet revered the Mahatma is best
expressed in the poem “Gandhi
Maharaj" composed on 13
December 1940, just eight months
before his death, in, which he
mentions himseif as one of those who
are "Gandhi Maharajer Shishya” and
onwhose brow is the seal of Gandhi
(lagle bhale Gandhirajer chhap.)

1 think it was Pandit Motilal Nehru
who was the first Indian leader to
mention Gandhi as Mahatma in his
address as president of the 34th
session of the Congress held in
Amritsar in 1919. In this address
Mactilal said: “Mahatma Gandhi
started the great Satyagraha
movement. A new force was
introduced in our politics”. In his
address as president of the 37th
Congress held at Gaya in 1922
Chittaranjan Das called Gandhi a
Mahatma when he said at the very
beginning of his speech: "After a
memorable battle which he gave to
the Bureaucracy Mahatma Gandhi
has been seized and cast into

R4

prisor,” In Bengal Gandhi became a
Mahatma even before this.
Satyendranath Datta (1882-1922)
wrote a long five-page poem
“Gandhi;” which was included in his
Bela Sesher Gan (1923). The iast
line of this remarkable verse-tribuie
to Gandhi is Gao mahatma
purushottam gandhir gaho jay
(Satyendra Kavyaguccha). Perhaps
today the Bengalis are too
sophisticated and emancipated to
speak of Mahatma Gandni in this
accent. — Yours, etc., R K DAS-
GUPTA.

Calcuita, 4 January.
Inconclusive

Sir, - Nityapriya Ghosh's article
remains inconclusive in his quest for
the origins of how Gandhi became
the Mahatma. Perhaps, this is
another classic case of “whodunnit’,
leaving others guessing. While
documents are sparse on the
appellation “Mahatma” with Gandhi's
name, the Indian Posts and
Telegraph department, in their
information sheet issued on the
occasion of the release of a special
commemorative postage stamp on
Swami Shraddhanand (1856-1926)
on 30 March 1870 claimed that the
Gurukul Ashram founded by Swami
Shraddhanand at Hardwar towards
which Gandhi was first drawn while
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he was in South Africa and where he
stayed first on his return to India. it
was this institution which conferred -
on Gandhiji the title-"Mahatma”. —
Yours, etc., SEKHAR CHAKRA-
BARTI. Calcutta, 2 January.

Not Embarrassed

Sir, — Apropos of Nityapriya
Ghosh’s observation that from many
of his remarks in “Young India” it can
be seen that Gandhi was
embarrassed with the title
“Mahatma”, | like to cite contrary
evidence which shows that Gandhi
was rather proud of the appellation.

In the Lahore Congress held
towards the end of December 1929
Gandhi moved the historic resolution
declaring complete independence as
the goal of the Congress and it was
passed almost unanimously. On the
following 26 January country-wide
demonstration supporting the aim of
complete independence was held.
But, surprisingly, on 31 January 1930
Gandhi put forward his “eleven-point”
demand in “Young India” for
acceptance by the British
government and called it “substance
of independence” which did not

Sl

include even the demand of
dominion status. In the statement
containing this proposal he argued:
“| know that non-violent revolutionary
like me impedes the progress of the
violent revolutionary. | wish the latter
would realise that he impedes .my
progress more than | do his, and that
|, being a mahatma, if ieft
unhampered by him, am likely to
make greater progress than he can
ever hope to make.”

Critics said that Gandhi was
inconsistent, because in one breath
he insisted on complete
independence and in another he
said his minimum demand was not
even the dominion status but just 11
points. Gandhi's reply, his biographer
D G Tenduikar writes, was: “I must
admit my many inconsistencies’. But
since | am called the "Mahatma” |
might well endorse Emerson’s saying
that “foolish consistency is the
hobgoblin of little minds”.

Gandhi was inconsistent not only
on other questions but also on the
question of his reaction to the title of
Mahatma conferred on him. Yours,
etc, GIRISH CHANDRA MAITI.

Calcutta, 27 December.
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Director-Secretary’s Report on the
Academic Activities of the Gandhi Smarak
Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore
for the year of 2014-15

PratikGhosh

Biographical Museums are
neither mausoleums, nor an attempt
to ancestor worship or meant to show
only our gratitude to the personalities
who recidivated the greatness of our
country. Such museums would
perhaps be one of the most effective
media, since it has an integrated role
and appeals to both our emotions
and intellects and brings the
~acessary confidence which is a
great causality today everywhere and
at every place. In essence, it is an
honest attempt on the part of a
modern museum - man to perpetuate
he teachings and philosophies of the
great lives in a rational and scientific
manner for an all-round and
harmonious developmenrt of the
human world. Such types of
museums have a distinct role to
develop the right attitude and
approach to life, living and relations
apart from the inspiration. The
distinct potentiality that marks out the
biographical museums is their
capability to work for the upliftment
of the fellow beings, both in
developing their human character

8¢

and broadening their education and
culture. In times of moral degradation
and absence of moral values in
public life museums on such type of
our country or the whole world will
rescue us from our predicament. So
such a museum on noble people of
our country or the whole world has
great responsibilities in our
community or public life,

The Gandhi Smarak
Sangrahalaya for the Eastern Region
came up at Barrackpore in the year
1961 and it was thrown open to the
public on the 7" May, 1966. The
objectives are t¢ collect, preserve
and display materials connected with
the memory of the Mahatma,
disseminate his life, thoughts,
activities and programmes for public
benefit through different museum
processes.

Like the previous years the
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya is
successfully carrying on the good
work of properly preserving the
historical materials under its care as
well as projecting the Gandhian
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Values for the benefit of the people
ingeneral.

In terms of activities this year has
been a dynamic one with
programmes of all kinds. Mentioned
below is a short resume of activities
of the Sangrahalaya during the
period under review,

1. Setup of Temporary Mobile
Exhibiiion on Netaii Subhas
Chandra Basu ; His Life and
Woiks;

This year the Sangrahalaya has
successfully prepared a temporary
mobile exhibition on ‘Netaji Subhas
Chandra Basu: His Life and
Works’ on 3' x 8" Roll up Standee
with high resolution print on special
satin. The exhibition was successfully
exhibited at Subhas Utsav 2015 at
Sukanta Sadan, Barrackpore
arranged by Municipal Level Student
Youth Festival Committee on 237 of
January, 2015 and also at the
Administrative Building, Barrackpore
for Sub Divisional Level Subhas
Utsav - 2015. The exhibition was put
up for 7 days (23 January to 30"
January, 2015) at the Naihati Subhas
Utsav by Naihati Rajiv Gandhi
Memorial Society.

2. 15-08-2014:

Celebration of Independence
Day -

gvy

The Sangrahalaya organized a Sit
& Draw Competition at its premises
onthe occasion of the Independence
Day. The topic for the competition
was ‘Indian Freedom Movement'.

The patticipants were divided into
three (3) groups based on theirage

Group A - 3 years 6 months - 6
years

Group B- 6+ years - 10 years
Group C - 10+ years - 14 years

The winners of each group were
awarded prize.

3. 13-09-2014:

Seminar on Atrocities against
Women, Gandhian Thought and
Role of Museums -

A day-long seminar on ‘Atrocities
against Women, Gandhian Thought
and Role of Museums™ was
organized by the Sangrahalaya in
collaboration with the Department of
Museologys, University of Calcutta.
The seminar was attended by the
faculty members and research
scholars of the Department of
Museology, University of Calcutta.
The welcome address was delivered
by the then Secretary, Professor
Supriya Munshi. Dr. Shyamal Kantt
Chakravarty (former Director, Indian
Museum) delivered the Inaugural
Address and Key-note Address was
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the memory of the Mahatma,
disseminate his life, thoughts,
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benefit through different museum
processes.
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Values for the benefit of the people
in general.

In terms of activities this year has

been a dynamic one with
programmes of all kinds. Mentioned
below is a short resume of activities
of the Sangrahalaya during the
period under review.

1. Setup of Temporary Mobile
Exhibition on Netaii Subhas
Chandra Basu ; His Life and
Works; '

This year the Sangrahalaya has
successfully prepared a temporary
mobile exhibition on ‘Netaji Subhas
Chandra Basu: His Life and
Works’ on 3' x 6' Roll up Standee
with high resolution print on special
satin. The exhibition was successfully
exhibited at Subhas Utsav 2015 at
Sukanta Sadan, Barrackpore
-arranged by Municipal Level Student
Youth Festival Committee on 23" of
January, 2015 and also at the
Administrative Building, Barrackpore
for Sub Divisional Level Subhas
Utsav - 2015. The exhibition was put
up for 7 days (23 January to 30"
January, 2015) at the Naihati Subhas
Utsav by Naihati Rajiv Gandhi
Memorial Society.

2. 15-08-2014:

Celebration of Independence
Day -

8%

The Sangrahalaya organized a Sit
& Draw Competition at its premises
on the occasion of the Independence
Day. The topic for the competition
was ‘Indian Freedom Movement'.

The participants were divided into
three (3) groups based on their age

Group A - 3 years 6 months - 6
years

Group B- 8+ years - 10 years
Group C - 10+ years - 14 years

The winners of each group were
awarded prize.

3. 13-09-2014:

Seminar on Atrocities against
Women, Gandhian Thought and
Role of Museums -

A day-long seminar on ‘Afrocities
against Women, Gandhian Thought
and Role of Museums® was
organized by the Sangrahataya in
collaboration with the Department of
Museologys, University of Calcutta.
The seminar was attended by the
facully members and research
scholars of the Department of
Museology, University of Calcutia.
The welcome address was delivered
by the then Secretary, Professor
Supriya Munshi. Dr. Shyamal Kanti
Chakravarty (former Director, Indian
Museum) delivered the Inaugural
Address and Key-note Address was
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delivered by Professor Atul Chandra
Bhowmick, Former Professor of
Department of Museclogy, University
of Calcutta. Several valuable pacers
were presented by the Teacheis and
Research Scholars of University of
Calcutta in the subsequent academic
sessions.

4, 17-09-2014:

Svmposium on Biographical
Museum and its Relevance —

A Symposium on ‘Biographical
Museum and its Relevance’ was
organized by Maulana Abul Kalam
Azad Institute of Asian Studies
(MAKAIAS) on 17.09.2014. The
symposium was attended by
representatives of various
biographical museums. The
Sangrahalaya was represented by
the Director and the then Secretary
and they delivered the lectures onthe
topic of ‘Gandhi Memorial Museum -
Modern Day Relevance’.

5. 02-10-2014:

Observance of Mahatma Gandhi's
1461 Birthday -

The 146" Birthday of Mahatma
Gandhi was cbhserved by the
Sangrahalaya at its premises on the
2m Qctober, 2014. The programme
was presided by Shri Narayan Basu,
Chairman of the Sangrahalaya and
welcome address was given by
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Professor Supriya Munshi, Secretary
of the Sangrahalaya, Professor
Shyamalesh Das, Former Professor,
Fakir Chand College, Diamond
Harbour spoke on the relationship
beiween the Mahaima and Gurudev.
Meghamailar, Sangeet
Shikshayatan, Barrackpore under the
direction of Dr. Mitra Bandopadhyay
presented ‘Mahamilan’ a musical
soiree (Mahatma Gandhi Though the
songs and poems of Gurudev
Rabindra Nath Tagore). A musical
CD on the topic ‘Mahamilan’ is being
prepared and about to be published
by the Sangrahalaya.

6. 01-11-2014:

Bharat-Nepai Shiksha Maitri
Karyakram -

The Secretary of the
Sangrahalaya, Professor Supriya
Munshi was invited by the Institute of
Foreign Policy Studies, University of
Calcutta to deliver a lecture at the
crash course on the Study India
Programme for students from Ncpal
under the ‘Bharat-Nepa! Shiksha
Maitri Karyakram’. This course was
arranged by the University of Calcutta
from 15'to 25" November, 2014,

7. 09-01-2015:

Centenary Celebrations of
Mahatma Gandhi’s return to
Indian from South Africa
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The Sangrahalaya celebrated the
occasion of 100 years of Mahatma
Gandhi’s return to India permanently
from South Africa, on the 9% January,
2015, in a befitting manner. Shri
Narayan Basu, the Chairman of the
Sangrahalaya presided over the
ceremony while the welcome
address was delivered by Professor
Supriya Munshi, the Secretary of the
Sangrahalaya. The function was
~ attended by dignitaries like
Honourable Minister-in-Charge,
Department of Science, Technology
and Biotechnology, Government of
West Bengal, Professor Rabiranjan
Chattopadhyay, Honorable MP,
Professor Saugata Roy, Honorable
MLA Dr. Manas Bhuiyan, and others
eminent Personalities, such as,
Padmabhushan Sri Shailesh Kumar
Bandopadhyay, Professor Jahar
Sen, Professor Hossainur Rahaman
and all of whom delivered their
valuable speeches. The opening and
closing songs were sung by Dr. Mitra
Bandopadhyay of Meghamallar
Sangeet Shikshayatan,
Barrackpore.

8. 13-0_1 -2015:
Shishu Mela -

Like the previous years the
Sangrahalaya lent its premises to
Ajker Barrackpore, a local NGO to
organize the annual Shishu Mela

8t

(Children’s Fair) on the 18" of
January 2015:

9. 08-02-2015:

Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Award
and Oration Ceremony 2014-15 -

The Mahatma Gandhi Memorial
Award and Oration Ceremony 2014-
15 was on 8" February at the Mural
Gallery of the Sangrahalaya. The
Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Award
for the financial year 2014-15 was
given to Sri Parimal Dey, eminent
Author on Mahatma Gandhi.
Professor Atul Chandra Bhowmick,
former Professor, Department of
Museology, University of Calcutta,
delivered the Gandhi Memorial
Oration. Sri Narayan Basu,
Chairman of the Sangrahalaya
presided over the function while the
welcome address was delivered by
Professor Supriya Munshi, Secretary
of the Sangrahalaya. Smt. Swati
Bhattacharya presented the opening
and closing songs.

10. 08-03-2015:

Day-iong Seminar on
‘Contemporary Relevance of
Theosophy’-

A day-long seminar on
‘Contemporary Relevance of
Theosophy’ was organized by the
Sangrahalaya on the 8™ March,
2015. Sri Narayan Basu, Chairman
of the Sangrahalaya presided over
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the function while the welcome
address was delivered by Sri Pratik
Ghosh, Director of the Sangrahalaya.
The seminar was attended by
learned persons of the Bengal
Theosophical Society as well as from
other fields of the society.

11. Special Visit of the

Sangrahalaya by Student Groups
and Delegates -
Visit by the Student Groups:

Student groups accompanied by
their teachers of number of local
schools and two (2) colleges of
Kolkata visited the Sangrahalaya as
part of their education curriculum. The
schools included Kendriya
Vidyalaya, Barrackpore, Saint
Augustine’s Day School, Modern
Academy and student trainees of
friendly foreign countries like Sri
Lanka and Bangladesh from the 3
TETTRA School of Indian Air Force.
Students and teachers of New
Alipore College and Sreerampore

Girls’ College visited the
Sangrahalaya.
12. Visit by the Delegates -

The delegates of the Seminar,
‘Dynamics of Museum and Social
Inciusion’ organized by Prasanta
Chandra Mahalanobis Memorial
Museum and Archives, Indian Statistical
Institute, Koitkata and Indraprasthha
Museum of art and archaeclogy indian
Archaeological Society, New Dethi from,

83

26-27* February 2015, visited the
Sangrahalaya on 28" February as part
of their itinerary.

13.  Internship by the students of
the Department of Museoiogy.
University of Calcutta

Like the previous years, this year too four
(4) students from the Department of
Museology, University of Calcutta,
completed their internship fraining of
three months from February 2015 to
April 2015. This internship is part of their
curriculum.

In the present world scenario, the
general trend is for better development.
This leads to unbalanced growth and a
sense of insecurity among nations and
people which culminate into different
types of violence. One of the solutions
in this situation is to look for aiternatives,
for redressal and betterment. Gandhiji's
Life, Activities, Thoughts and
Programmes and their successful
applications by him in our lives and
living, in different states, situations and
times, have been found to provide us a
new direction for experimentation.
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya,
Barrackpore depicting Mahatmaji's life
and philosophy in totality is perhaps
most organized in this part of our
country and has been in fimelight since
long time back. We will also take up in
the future several such activities through
the museum process for helping to
create the non-violent, peaceful,
balanced growth of the society.
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Publication of Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore

The Gandhi Smarak

Sangrahalaya feels that earlier paths
or course or ideologias followed by
the museum have failed to amelio-
rate people’s conditions and an Al-
ternative Path of Ideology is to be
found out. So the Sangrahalaya has
published several books and has
brought out reprints of some rare
books. The Museum publishes the
Quarterly Bi-lingual Journal *Gandhi
Sambad’/ ‘Gandhi News’. Recently
a Folder has been also iaunched
describing the brief description
about this Sangrahalaya.

Their present list is given below.
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* Books in English -

1. Gandhi and the Eclipse of the Raj
Author: Kshitish Roy Choudhury
Published by: Gandhi Smarak
Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore
Year of Publication: 1994
Price; Rs. 80/-

This book describes the various
important events of the last phase of
the national freedom struggle from
1942 to 1947 and the situation of in-
dependent India after achievement of

¢8

its complete freedom from the Brit-
ish rule.

2. Mahatma Gandhi in Murals
Paintings: Dhirendranath Brahma
Text: Supriya Munshi
Edited by: Shyamaikanti Chakravarti
Published by: Gandhi Memorial
Museum, Barrackpore
Year of Publication: 2005
Price: Rs. 275/

Status-Out of Print

The album on ‘Mahatma Gandhi
in Mural’ is a significant visual docu-
mentation not because of its thematic
value but for quality of its art compo-
nent and technique the painter has
evolved. Here is an illuminated reju-
venation of modern Indian history
chronicled by the brush of a painter
in a technique of tempera. These
narrative panels on the four walls of
the Gandhi Memorial Museum build-
ing can be called a marvel of mod-
ern Mahabharata in mural. The gov-
erning body of the Gandhi Memorial
Museum aptly decided to bring these
painted delights to t.e knowledge of
the readers interested in the forgot-
ten history of India’'s freedom
struggle.

3. Catalogue of Books in the
Coliection of Gandhi Museum Library
Published by: Gandhi Smarak
Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore
Year of Publication: 26 January, 2007
Price: Rs. 100/-
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Two considerations had been up-
permost in our mind when we de-
cided to bring out this Catalogue of
books in our collection at the Library;
constant queries about books by and
on Gandhiji from different quarters,
even from abroad and the growing
number of titles here. Also since we
do notmaintain cards on books other
than Gandhian and the subjects of
books are varied, the reading public
in general and scholars in particular
have been demanding such a publi-
cation. As for the arrangement since
the bias here is Gandhian titles by
and on Gandhiji have been entered
first and with an eye to both national
and international clientele English
scripts has also been used for books
on Gandhiana in Bengali and Hindi
languages, etc. The beoks entered
are up to 31% March, 2006.

4. Satyagraha as Movement

- Edited by: Sajal Basu
Published by: Gandhi Smarak
Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore
Year of Publication: September, 2007
Price: Rs. 375/-

Status-Qut of Print

The book entitled ‘Satyagraha as
Movement' edited by Sajal Basu, is
a compilation of articles, old and new,
that throw new light on the enduring
legacy of the Gandhian Satyagraha
Movements. Most of the eminent con-
tributors were themselves active par-

ticipants in more than one such
movements. Some contributors are
erudite scholars who have analyzed
the recent outburst of problems that
comfort contemporary India with
deep empathy and insight. The Man-
aging Committee of the Gandhi
Smarak Sangrahalaya pays homage
to Mahatma Gandhi on the sacred
occasion of Satyagrahaya centenary.
This book is a small offering to the
Great soul.

5. Mahatma Gandhi—A Brief Life Sketch
Author: Pratik Ghosh
Published by: Gandhi Smarak
Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore
Year of Publication: July, 2009
Price: Rs. 50/-

The book ‘Mahatma Gandhi - A
Brief Life Sketch’ provides a brief
outline of the career and activities of
Mahatma Gandhi chronologically.

The book is primarily meant for those

ee

who are not sufficiently aware of the
life and deeds of Mahatma Gandhi.
This book will be well-received by
those who read in search of knowl-
edge and inspiration.

6. Interpreting Mahatma Gandhi
Author: Supriya Munshi
Published by: Gandhi Memorial
Museum, Barrackpore

Year of Publication: 2 Qctober, 2012

Price: Rs. 120/-

This book makes an attempt to
interpret the philosophy of Mahatma
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Gandhi. The work briefly outlines
Gandhiji's approach to Non-violence,
Satyagraha, Social Reforms, Educa-
tion, Swadeshi and their transforma-
tion of an acquisitive, exploitative,
overpowering, discriminative society
to an egalitarian humane one known
as Sarvodaya Society. in the book
Gandhiji has been interpreted based
on the views of men of letters such
as Sri Aurobindo, Albert Einstein,
Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore, which
showed that by his social philosophy
he touched every aspect of human
life under the sun and that his values
are relevant even at presentin a so-
ciety where violence, exploitation and
imperialistic interests are rampant.

* Museum Folder:

A Living Memory: A Brief Re-
sume about Gandhi Smarak
Sangrahalaya and its Activities
Text by: Supriya Munshi

Design by; Pratik Ghosh
Published by: Gandhi Smarak
Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore
Year of Publication: 2008

Price: Rs, 7/-

This is a brochure of the
Sangrahalaya, which describes the

historical background of the
Sangrahalaya, a brief description
about its collection, the thematic de-
scription of various exhibits in differ-
ent galleries, information about
Sangrahalaya’s Library and the dif-
ferent activities, etc. with photo-
graphs.

« DVDs:
orewie o e St
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T« DVD-Te e 391 TRR|

Gandhi Memorial Museum -At a
Gilance

Price: Rs. 30/-

The Information about the
Sangrahalaya and detail information
about its all exhibits in the five galler-
ies of the Sangrahalaya have been
explained through this short video.
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“Gemerations to- come, it may be, will scare believe that such a
one ay thiy ever in flesh and blood upow thiy earth.”
- Albert Einstein

To commemorate Mahatma Gandhi’s life and philosophy in a proper manner and to present
his multi-dimensional and creative personality, the Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya was set up at
Barrackpore in 1961 amidst a sylvan surrounding on the bank of the flowing Ganga. The
Sangrahalaya has a very rich collection of originally used articles of Mahatma Gandbhi, his original
letters, a huge number of photographs concerning Gandhiji and different phases of the Indian
Freedom Movement, sculptures, paintings, films, disc-records of patriotic and devotional songs
and a rare collection of tape-recorded reminiscences of illustrious personalities who came in
contact with Gandhiji.

The Sangrahalaya maintains a library with more than 11,000 books at present and is kept

open daily from 11 A.M. to 5 PM. excepting Wednesday. No Entry Fee.

Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya

14, Riverside Road, Barrackpore, Kolkata — 700120
Website: www.gandhimuseum.in
E-mail: gandhimuseum.120@gmail.com

Editor : Professor Jahar Sen

Published and Printed by Pratik Ghosh, Director-Secretary,

Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore, Kolkata - 700120

and Printed from Sadhana Offset, C-6, School Road, Sodepur, Kolkata - 700110
Subscription : Rs. 20.00
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